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The triennial provincial examination(Xiangshi),which features for dual attributes of 
personnel selection and educational examination, is the most influential and competitive one 
among all levels of examinations. Besides, it is also a complete political and social system. 
Researching about Guizhou provincial examination in Qing Dynasty is an important part of 
the study of regional imperial examination and dynasty-determination. It is also the essential 
content of regional history of education, examination, and social system. This paper takes the 
Guizhou triennial provincial examination as the breakthrough point, explores the internal 
operational rules and the general and individual characters under Guizhou's special history, 
geographical and cultural environment by investigating of system history, activity history and 
imperial examination figures. Trying to explore the role of imperial examination in the 
interaction between national and frontier minority groups from anthropological research 
perspective. 
As an unified national examination， the design of examination system of Guizhou 
province is similar to other provinces among the country， including basic procedures,  
eligibility of applicants, candidates source, assignment of examiners and propositional 
standards. The characteristics of the imperial examination activities have a unique historical 
modality of Guizhou. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, because of the coexistence of 
chieftain and the flow of official system, the intertwinement of Miao and religious chaos, and 
the frequency of national war, the society shows prominent contradictions and long-term 
turbulent，which is seriously hindered the development and prosperity of culture and 
education. As a major provincial cultural and political activities, the triennial provincial 
examination cannot be an exception. The examination has been stopped or postponed more 
than ten times by the unrest in Qing Dynasty, thus, Guizhou is the Providence which stopped 
the examination for the longest time because of the military reasons. Culture and education 
levels lag makes Guizhou provinces prone to cheating, coupled with the long history of 
building different neighboring provinces where attribution is not clear, exacerbate the 
disadvantages of taking citizenship. Guizhou Imperial personnel along the geographical 
distribution of the striking features of the roads is striped, and presents the distribution of 
extreme inequality. In addition, the introduction of the imperial examination have the 















and cultural identity. This is the specialty of Guizhou province and also mapping the talent 
strategy of dynasty to southwest. 
As an important political and social systems, imperial examination in different social 
functions of the special mode of operation, demonstrate its strong vitality and elasticity of 
institution, which is the value of area studies in the imperial examination. As Guizhou is 
concerned, due to the special historical, geographic and ethnic composition, the introduction 
of the imperial examination have a strong political and social mission. It played an important 
role in social interactions among Zhongyuan dynasty and frontier nationalities, become the 
political symbol change of empire national concept from "The Debate of Hua Yi " to 
"Unification" , and the interest Exchange chips from the rulers and frontier communities of to 
some extent. In addition, the cultural borders shaped by "The Debate of Hua Yi " by Han-yi of 
national ideas for a long time causing obstacles to national exchanges. Introduction of the 
imperial examination become key influencing factors of breaking through and refactoring the 
ethnic boundaries, and accelerated the process of frontier communities of nationalization and 
the Mainland, reducing social contradictions caused by forcing social change, reduces the 
social unrest caused by the dramatic social changes, it laid a good political and social 
foundation for the policy of bureaucratization of native officers and the transition of Chieftain 
power in Yongzheng years. Regime of local autonomy was reduced by powerful social 
influence of imperial examinations, elite groups become the destroyer of traditional social 
structures, and social order has been reconstructed, Imperial examinations became a new way 
of class division, it plays an important and historic role of the transition of Chieftain power, 
and highlights the strong political and social integration of the imperial examination in the 
special historical background. 
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持续到 20 世纪 80 年代之前，期间虽有不少学者涉及这一领域，但终究未形成
良好的学术氛围和规模的学术群体，以及普遍的社会反响。 
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